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Quality Notification
Cleanliness and Preservation – SQAM Section 9.1
December 10, 2024
To Our Valued Suppliers:
BAE Systems Combat Mission Systems is providing this reminder on the importance of providing ‘clean’ parts/components, specifically ‘open’ components.  BAE Systems has recently encountered an influx of product with corrosion and/or contamination in holes, threads, and machined features, which has impacted our ability to maintain productivity at the level required to support the Warfighter.
SQAM 9.1 Cleanliness and Preservation
The Supplier SHALL furnish parts/components, which are free of mill scale, rust, carbon deposit, weld spatter, or any surface contaminant that would be detrimental to appearance, or functional performance (i.e. would prevent proper adhesion of coatings).
Unless specified otherwise on the drawing, specification and/or Purchasing Agreement, bare metal surfaces, (ferrous and non-ferrous), SHALL be protected from corrosion during manufacturing operations, storage, and shipment. MIL-STD-2073-1 may be used as a guide for packaging and corrosion protection selection.
Prior to the application of preservation, parts SHALL be cleaned by any suitable method not injurious to the item and dried. Method 20, 30 and 40 may be used. Specific preservation method and application is dependent on the material being protected and criticality of the surface.
The selected corrosion prevention method SHALL be compatible with subsequent processing and SHALL not damage, degrade or cause latent defects to the part. Technical information regarding the preservative used SHALL be maintained on file by the Supplier and made available to BAE Systems upon request. If the specific corrosion prevention requirements are defined on drawings, specifications, and/or Purchasing Agreement (s) those requirements will take precedence. The Supplier is prohibited from shipping parts/components on pallets constructed from lumber that has been pressure treated and/or has received metallic wood preservatives.
Any openings on components, such as electrical connectors, hydraulic/pneumatic fittings/ports, bare machined holes, and fuel ports, SHALL be properly plugged or capped to prevent internal contamination.
Questions can be directed to your BAE Systems Authorized Purchasing Representative or Supplier Quality Assurance Representative.
Thank you for your continued support!
Supplier Quality Assurance Team, BAE Systems Combat Mission Systems
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