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I hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and well. Thankfully 
with the roll out of the COVID-19 vaccination programme we have  
that promised light at the end of the tunnel. 

Against a challenging backdrop of the global pandemic it was really 
pleasing to see that BAE Systems delivered a strong set of financial 
results for 2020. You can find out more on the Company’s results on 
page 4, together with information on the recent acquisition of Pulse 
Power and Measurement Limited on page 5.

With the usual activities of the various pensioners’ associations and 
social groups all having been put on hold for some time now, there  
is limited news or events to report. We have provided on pages 7 to 9  
the contact details of the various associations. These details can also  
be found on the pensioner page of the BAE Systems pensions website  
at baesystems.com/pensions. As restrictions ease across the UK, why 
not make a resolution to contact your local group and get involved? 

You will be aware that for a number of years now we have produced 
the Update newsletter twice a year in both the spring and autumn.  
We have been giving some thought to this approach and have also 
discussed it with the Joint Pensioners Committee. Going forward,  
whilst you will continue to receive two newsletters a year, the decision 
has been taken to produce Update once a year in late spring/early 
summer and you will receive the Annual Review Trustee newsletter  

in the autumn. Update will continue to be your dedicated pensioner 
newsletter, whilst the Annual Review Trustee newsletter issued to  
all members of your scheme will focus on pension scheme matters. 
Update is your pensioner newsletter so please do continue to send  
in your letters and articles for inclusion in future editions.

I hope that when I write to you again in a year’s time life will have 
returned to some semblance of normality, with family gatherings  
and holidays firmly back on the agenda, but in the meantime stay  
safe and well and my best wishes to you all.

Welcome from Julie Cook

Well 2020 turned out to be a hugely difficult time for us all. As we went into the first lockdown in March 2020,  
I don’t think I ever anticipated how long restrictions would affect our day to day lives.

Julie Cook 
Head of Trustee and Member Services
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BAE Systems’ 2020 full year results

On 25 February 2021, BAE Systems announced its full year financial 
results for 2020.

At the time, Charles Woodburn, Chief Executive, said: 

“Thanks to the outstanding efforts of our employees and close 
cooperation with our customers, suppliers and trades unions, we have 
delivered a strong set of results against a challenging backdrop of the 
global pandemic. Throughout 2020, we focused on keeping our people 
safe and supporting our communities, whilst continuing to deliver for 
our customers.

In 2021, we will continue to drive operational performance, progress our 
sustainability agenda and invest in high-end discriminating technologies 
to meet our customers’ priorities, which will ensure we are well positioned 
to grow the business and contribute to the economic prosperity of the 
countries in which we operate.” 

BAE Systems’ financial highlights
>  Sales increased by £0.8bn to £20.9bn, a 4% increase, excluding the 

impact of currency translation (current year compared with prior year 
translated at current year exchange rates).

>  Underlying EBITA (Earnings before Interest Tax and Amortisation) 
increased to £2,132m, a 1% increase on a constant currency basis.

>   Underlying earnings per share increased by 2% to 46.8p, excluding 
the impact of the prior year one-off tax benefit.

>   Free cash flow was £367m after the impact of the £1bn contribution 
into the BAE Systems section of the BAE Systems Pension Scheme. 
Excluding this contribution free cash flow was £1.4bn.

>   Net debt increased to £2,718m, following the £1bn bond issuance to 
fund the BAE Systems section of the BAE Systems Pension Scheme, 
and the $2.2bn (£1.7bn) acquisitions of the Airborne Tactical Radios 
and Military Global Positioning System businesses.

>   Order intake increased to £20.9bn (2019: £18.4bn).

>   Order backlog of £45.2bn (2019: £45.4bn).

>   Final dividend of 14.3p per share, making a total of 23.7p per share in 
respect of the year ending 31 December 2020. The total of 37.5p per 
share for the year includes an interim dividend of 13.8p per share in 
respect of the year ended 31 December 2019, which was originally 
proposed as a 2019 final dividend but subsequently deferred in the 
light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Company news

Check the BAE Systems plc 
website regularly for updates 
and announcements on 
company developments: 
baesystems.com
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BAE Systems acquires Pulse Power and Measurement Limited,  
an independent developer of high-end electronics 

On 4 March 2021 Pulse Power and Measurement Limited (PPM) and  
BAE Systems announced that BAE Systems had acquired PPM, an 
independent developer and manufacturer of high-end electronics.  
PPM will become a wholly-owned subsidiary of BAE Systems,  
retaining the name of Pulse Power and Measurement Limited.

PPM’s technology has the potential to increase the speed and ease  
of sharing large volumes of data over a network, giving users greater 
ability to exploit that data. As volumes of data grow, this ability is  
crucial to give military and security customers an information advantage.

Based in Shrivenham with approximately 60 employees, PPM specialises 
in the design and manufacture of a wide range of radio frequency (RF) 
over fibre systems, which allow radio frequency signals to be transmitted 
over fibre optic cables. The company also provides bespoke systems for 
the renewable power industry and electrification of automotive and 
aerospace vehicles.

PPM has a strong track record of working within the defence and 
communications sector, cyber security and commercial test and  
research markets in both the UK and USA and it strongly complements 
BAE Systems’ digital and data capabilities. Together there is a shared  
goal to expand the use of RF systems and power electronics technologies 
across a range of applications for military and commercial customers. 

This builds on recent acquisitions such as Prismatic, Techmodal and two 
high-end technology acquisitions in the US, as BAE Systems continues 
to strengthen and evolve its portfolio towards customer priorities and 
future growth areas. PPM’s technical excellence, developed over 25 
years, has earned it a reputation for quality and reliability in the Satellite 
and Broadcast markets by providing innovative RF and fibre optic 
products used in the ground based communications segment. Amongst 
its wide range of capabilities PPM provides pit lane and car telemetry in 
Formula 1, specialist measurement equipment for aircraft clearance, and 
high performance electronic sub-systems for power trains on electric 
vehicle and aerospace platforms.

Image showing people inside a PPM Hybrid Anechoic Chamber
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Welcome from the Joint Pensioners Committee (JPC) Chairman

However, I have always been a glass-half-full person. Now, with most  
of us pensioners having been vaccinated and better weather on the 
way, we should all be thinking about how best to use our time: families 
to visit, or have come to you, things that you have been stopped from 
doing and, I am sure, many cancelled or postponed holidays to re-arrange.

Everyone’s circumstances are different, but I, for one, will be very happy 
to return the video conference call to business use, where it belongs. 
It has served us well whilst travel has been restricted, but it is no 
substitute for being in the same room or garden with children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

It is important to break out of any lockdown lethargy and look forward 
to making the most of the ‘new normal’. If you have played any sport, 
you’re champing at the bit to get back to it. Perhaps you have been 
doing a lot of work in the garden and now it is time to sit and enjoy it 
with a gin and tonic. Or, maybe, it is time to try something completely 
new: painting or pottery, swimming or snooker, local history or 
lacemaking, genealogy or geocaching? Whatever it is, there will be a 
group near you doing these things. Make the most of a new adventure!

Whatever you are thinking about, make sure you keep abreast of the 
COVID-19 rules as they change, and make the best of your retirement. 
If you need any help, our network of JPC representatives will  
always give you a sympathetic ear.

Above all, STAY SAFE.

A winter in lockdown has been particularly challenging, more so, I think, than the first lockdown last year, when it 
was easy to be outside in good weather.

Bob Hart  
JPC Chairman

It is important to break out of  
any lockdown lethargy and look 
forward to making the most of  
the ‘new normal’.
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The following pensioner associations and social groups have been set up by former employees who regularly get 
together to organise social events and outings. 

Your local pensioner association or social group will not automatically contact you when you retire, so if you want to get involved just get in touch with 
your local association. All the groups here are very happy to welcome all BAE Systems pensioners, whichever predecessor company you worked for.

Local area associations

Grahame Read, Secretary 
Tel: 01462 450788  Email: secretary@316club.org.uk
 Website: 316club.org.uk

Joyce Matthews, Secretary  
Tel: 01179 696354  Email: joycelmatthews@tiscali.co.uk

The 316 Club - Stevenage British Aerospace (Filton) Retired Employees Association - Bristol

Dave Grindey 
Tel: 01489 579291 

Abbey Works Retirement Association - Titchfield, Hampshire
Terry Cranstone, Secretary  
Tel: 01752 862061  Email: terry.cranstone@virgin.net

British Aerospace Plymouth Pensioners Association - Devon

Sue Walker, Chair Person 
Tel: 01244 679330  Email: sue.walker2525@btinternet.com

Airbus Retired Association - Broughton, Flintshire

Patrick Cauldwell 
Tel: 01202 768050  Email: cauldwell@tinyworld.co.uk

Christchurch & Hurn Pensioners Associations Post Codes BH/SO/PO 
- Christchurch, Hampshire

Rodney Farmer, Membership Secretary 
Tel: 01179 560221  Email: rodney.farmer@blueyonder.co.uk  
Website: baermsa.org.uk

Airbus and BAE Systems Retired Employees Association - Bristol

John Turner, Social Secretary 
Tel: 01753 860527

Bracknell Pensioners Association (PALS) Post Codes RG/GU/SL 
- Wokingham, Berkshire
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Local area associations continued...

Joy Ash, Treasurer/Secretary   
Tel: 01983 298731 

Barry Pegram    
Tel: 01306 631125 

Keith Giles     
Tel: 01278 451595  Email: keithgiles68@hotmail.co.uk

Cowes Radar Ex-Employees Association - Isle of Wight 

The Hawker Association - Kingston, Surrey

Royal Ordnance Pensioners Bridgewater - Bridgewater, Somerset

Roger de Mercado, Secretary  
Tel: 01614 392635   Email: r.demercado@ntlworld.com

Chris Budgen, Secretary   
Tel: 01483 274781   Email: budgensp@btinternet.com

John Chalk 
Tel: 02380 465825  Email: johnlchalk@outlook.com

Tony Shore 
Tel: 01932 844741  Email: tonyshore@talktalk.net

Jim Pearce  
Tel: 01606 835690

Alan Burdis, Chairman  
Tel: 01923 241810    Email: grachair03@gmail.com
Website: grove-retirement-association.weebly.com

Bill Moxham, Secretary    
Tel: 01252 617894   Email: billmoxham@talktalk.com

Ian Gillis     
Email: tessel.bas@gmail.com  Website: groups.io/g/mogs

De Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 
- Countrywide

Dunsfold Veterans Club Post Codes GU/RH - Cranleigh, Surrey

Friends of Follands Club - Southampton, Portsmouth & Hamble, 
Hampshire Plessey Addlestone Reunions - Addlestone, Surrey

National Nuclear Corp Ltd Retired Staff Association  
- Knutsford, Cheshire

Grove Retirement Association - Albany, Hertfordshire

Farnborough Pensioner Association Post Code GU - Hampshire

Marconi Old Geezers Society - Chelmsford, Essex
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Farnborough Pensioner Association 

The Farnborough Association has no social meetings planned but would 
welcome contact from those who have left Farnborough and wish to 
take an active interest in supporting pensioner interests. 

De Havilland Aeronautical Technical School Association 

We publicised the de Havilland Aeronautical Technical School 
Association in the Autumn 2020 Update and this resulted in contact 
from a number of former apprentices, some of whom have now joined 
our Association. They had been at Chester (Broughton), Hatfield, 
Portsmouth and Stag Lane and so we now have good representation 
from these famous old sites. If you were thinking about getting in 
contact but have not yet done so it would be great to hear from you.

Maureen Sawtell  
Tel: 01270 211108  Email: sawtell796@btinternet.com

Mike Booth, Secretary   
Tel: 01483 476205  Email: michael.t.booth@btinternet.com

Barbara Parnham, Chairman   
Tel: 01159 332924

Frank Spencer  
Tel: 01443 218974  Email: fdspencer@tiscali.co.uk

Lynda Patchin      
Tel: 01291 672953  Email: lyndamayp21@gmail.com

RO Radway Green - Crewe, Cheshire

Weybridge Pensioners Group - Weybridge, Surrey

Royal Ordnance Pensioners Association Nottingham  
- Nottingham, Nottinghamshire

Royal Ordnance Networker Group and Royal Ordnance 
Pensioners Association - Countrywide

RO Glascoed Retirement Fellowship - Glascoed, Wales
Bill Moxham, Secretary      
Tel: 01252 617894  Email: billmoxham@talktalk.com

Roger de Mercado, Chairman & Secretary DHAeTSA
Email: r.demercado@ntlworld.com  Website: dhaetsa.org.uk
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Airbus Broughton Wings Club 

We are excited to announce the all-new Wings Club Café, Bar and  
Gym which is a brand new building. The new Wings Club (Airbus 
Broughton Wings Club, Broughton, CH4 0DR. Tel: 01244 522253)  
will be open to all of the local community and looks forward to 
welcoming everyone soon. 

Highlights of the new club

>   New café with Wings Club loyalty scheme

>   Fully licensed bar, perfect for pre and post-match drinks

>   Airbus FC match day refreshments, meals and hospitality

>   A brand new gym with state of the art Life Fitness equipment,  
open to all of the local community

>   Plus a new over 65 club with some great weekly offers and  
deals available

Originally our retired club was only open to ex-employees of Airbus but 
due to recent trends in retirement i.e. people opting to retire at age 55 
and securing part time work we have seen a reduction in numbers. So 
we have decided to alter our membership and allow members of the 
local community to join our club and we have approximately a 50:50 
split between ex-employees and the local community which has ensured 
that we can continue as a club.

 
 
Our members have been missing their weekly club and social activities 
on a Tuesday afternoon and have expressed that they cannot wait to 
return to participate in the club’s social activities as it is one of their 
main highlights of the week.

Local area associations continued...

Susan Walker Chairperson 
Airbus Retired Association
01244 679330 or 07768 453465
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Warton Unit Biennial Reunion 2021

The Warton Unit Biennial Reunion which was postponed from last year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic has been tentatively rescheduled for  
the afternoon of Friday 1 October 2021, again to be held at Fylde Rugby 
Club and is now less than six months away.

The government roadmap is continuing to progress to plan with Steps  
1, 2 and 3 completed on schedule and Step 4 no earlier than 21 June. 
With Step 4, the government hopes to be in a position to remove all 
legal limits on social contact. 

With this in mind, we feel that now is the right time to undertake a 
review to ascertain the number of attendees we might expect at our 
2021 Reunion on the basis that Step 4 does go ahead on 21 June. We 
would appreciate if you could let us know if you would be prepared to 
attend and if so if you would also bring a partner. There is no 
commitment on your part at this time, we are just conducting a dip 
check to continue our feasibility review for the event which will still be 
dependent on the status of the pandemic and any National Guidelines 
that are in place at that time.

We will keep all potential attendees informed with any further updates.

Be scam alert 

We continue to receive reports of scammers increasingly targeting 
pensioners and their savings. Sadly it seems the situation is likely to be 
getting worse rather than better, with the COVID-19 pandemic offering 
scammers new opportunities. 

In recent years, many companies have become aware that their 
shareholders have received unsolicited phone calls or correspondence 
concerning investment matters. These are typically from overseas-based 
‘brokers’, working for firms that have become known as ‘boiler rooms’, 
who target shareholders, offering to sell them what often turn out to 
be worthless or high risk shares, or by offering investment opportunities 
to purchase newly-issued guaranteed income bonds. We are aware of a 
BAE Systems pensioner who received such a call, but they did not hold 
any BAE Systems shares and quickly ended the call. 

Remember scammers will often ‘phish’ for your information or ask you 
to re-invest your money elsewhere, and many scams look convincing.  
To help protect your life savings from scams:
>  Stop. Take a moment to think before giving anyone your personal 

information or money.
>  Challenge. Could it be fake? It’s OK to reject, refuse or ignore any 

requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you. If you have been 
offered high returns with minimal risk it is likely to be fraudulent.

>  Protect. As you may know, many fraudsters are convincing and look 
legitimate. If you have any concerns, you can check whether the 
company is genuine at fca.org.uk/scamsmart.

Phil Reynolds    
Email: philip-w.reynolds@talk21.com

Tony Sharpe     
Tel: 01253 724505   
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Unsung Heroes 

What can I say that hasn’t already been said? 
Of all our brave nurses forever by a bed. 
Of doctors on call, hardly ever at home 
Determined to save us whatever the cost 
Desperately grieving for those we have lost.

We mustn’t forget the scientists as we go for our jabs 
Working round the clock, almost living in their labs. 
Dedicated professionals willing to endure 
As the nation waits and watches, longing for a cure.

But it’s not just the medics that are on the front line 
Scores of men and women support this life of mine.  
My wheelie bin is still emptied, my post is delivered 
All done with a cheery smile. 
We expect to hire a taxi, board a bus or train 
Spare a thought for the risks they are taking 
In contact with so many, of catching a COVID strain.

Supermarket shelves are still stocked, staff working the tills 
Or there’s home delivery and click and collect, 
Many working through the night to see orders are correct. 
With so many choices on offer it’s so easy to forget 
All of those working to support us, 
All of those deserving our respect.

 
We claim we uphold our democracy,  
Our rights to liberty and free speech 
And we look to our security services  
To help preserve our peace. 
But as the thin blue line is now stretching,  
Struggling to cope with every breach 
Remember that COVID’s the common enemy, 
Not police and firefighters scorned and hurt whilst on duty.

Whatever your politics, be they red, blue or green 
Forget your differences and support those “unseen” 
We’re in this together, love and respect one another 
And united we will emerge all the better. 

Maureen Sawtell  
(Networker for Radway Green having worked at Radway Green and 
Royal Ordnance HQ) 

Life in lockdown

Insights into the past year from our pensioners. 
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Lockdown blues 

Wake up...what day is it? Does it really matter? 
Make a cup of tea...back to bed. 
Up for breakfast. 
Look at the garden. Spot the regular birds...they all have names by now. 
Check the pond for the frogs or newcomers. 
Take a walk around the “estate” looking for weeds. They’ve all been 
pulled out with all this time on my hands. 
Mid-morning snack...waistline increasing...so what! 
Prepare lunch and hey presto...half the day gone. 
Walk the dogs...meeting other zombie like owners...same route, same 
conversation. 
Hello, anything new happened, no, been anywhere, no, vaccinated? 
Back home to prepare dinner. 
Watch TV programmes previously unknown to me. 
Eat dinner...walk dogs again...meet same people. 
Walk around the garden...say goodnight to birds. 
Settle down for more TV. 
Bedtime. 
Wake up...what day is it? Does it really matter?

Lynda Patchin 
RO Glascoed

Birthdays and other notable dates 

As our family has grown over the years the recording of birthdays and 
anniversaries has become somewhat haphazard. You record dates of 
birth but with children and particularly grandchildren you tend to forget 
how old they have become. 

Of course, as parents and grandparents we never age quite as fast as 
everyone else! So we are always surprised when the little ones tell us 
that they are one year older than we thought they were.

Well, my wife and I decided that during lockdown we would tidy up our 
record keeping. With three children and eight grandchildren we had much 
to do. Both our parents have passed away and we wanted to make a 
note of those dates as well. 

After we had finished, we made a startling discovery.

Our eldest daughter was married on 31 August. 
My wife and I were married on 31 July. 
My mother and father were married on 31 August. 
My mother passed away on 31 January. 
My father passed away on 31 May.

So, when the end of a month approaches, I now look to see if it has 31 
days! 

Roger Day, Chairman 
Airbus and BAE Systems Retired Employees Association-Filton
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News, views, memories and feedback  
from our pensioners. 

News from Western Australia 

As some of you may remember, my wife and I live about 100km inland 
from Perth on a five acre bush property situated just at the back of the 
Darling Ranges. We are 0.3km up at the top of a group of hills and  
can see some 15km towards the Wheat Belt which then extends some 
300km north and east. We collect all our water and generate most of 
our power from the 44 solar panels on the roof. Needless to say, the 
sun shines seven months of the year. The population is small, with 
3,500 people living in an area the size of Surrey. 

We came to Australia 41 years ago from the Plessey Research Centre at 
Southleigh when I was offered a job with the State Railway to improve 
the efficiency of moving 15m tons of wheat each year. Eventually, I  
was seconded to Railways of Australia to improve the movement of 
interstate freight involving five separate state railways operating on 
three different railway gauges. Nowadays, one private company does 
the lot on a single gauge.

We keep hearing terrible stories of conditions and restrictions in the  
UK caused by coronavirus since March 2020 which we find hard to 
visualise. Except for Melbourne, none of Australia has been badly 
affected but even there it seems to be all over. Here in Western Australia 
we had minor travel restrictions early on with six large regions isolated 
from one another. 

 
We live in the Wheat Belt which is about the size of England but we 
were cut off from Perth, which we have only visited once in the past  
12 years, and our children, Karen and Mark were unable to visit – Mark 
lives on the Gold Coast in Queensland and Karen has moved to Kalbarri 
about 600km up the coast from Perth.

Not unexpectedly we have had a quieter year except for an influx of 
wildlife over the dry summer and since they have found it so good they 
have stayed on at no inconsiderable expense to us! We still have the 
three alpacas which keep the grass down and reduce the risk of fire, the 
chickens keep three or more families supplied with eggs and I have a 
few geriatric parrots left over from when I bred them – some are more 
than 20 years old which is incredible. Janet feeds the wild galahs, green 
parrots and magpies, the last being completely tame and hand fed. The 
magpies now bring in all their local relations and babies and we are up 
to 10 regulars.

Your letters
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The biggest problem are the local black-foot wallabies and grey 
kangaroos. I say local, as generally kangaroos restrict themselves to 
small areas a few kilometers square outside of which you do not see 
them. I am on my third or fourth generation and since I am fool enough 
to feed the babies in the pouch, they are as tame as dogs, often coming 
in the shed with me. Some are seven foot tall and Janet is a bit cautious 
with them but they mix well with the two dogs. 

Some mornings I have 20 or more trying to share with the alpacas 
whose food is fairly expensive, so I have set up three feeding stations 
for the kangaroos with flaked barley which is very cheap by the sack full! 

Richard Wilkinson

GSA1 

I read with interest the article about GSA1 in the autumn edition of 
Update. I was on the staff of Ferranti Computer Systems during the 
time that the use of digital computing was being introduced into the 
Royal Navy and wrote the software for the Sea Dart fire control trials  
at Aberporth and Woomera. Like GSA1 the Sea Dart system was 
developed, initially for the Type 82 frigate then used in the Type 42 and 
the Invincible class of through deck cruisers after the CVA 01 class of 
aircraft carriers was cancelled. The algorithm used for calculating the 
aim point for the Mk8 gun was used again for the fire control of the 
same gun in the Type 21 frigate for the Royal Navy and the Mk10 
frigates for the Brazilian Navy. 

I had responsibility for the software teams on these projects where we 
used a more user friendly man/system interface for the operator control 
compared with the ADAWS manual injection format and this proved 
very popular with the naval operators on these ships. The NGS role 
proved to be very useful in the Falklands campaign in 1982 leading  
to the inclusion of the Mk8 gun in the armoury of the Batch3 Type22 
following that experience.

Alan Heron
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My special car 

In 1955, when I was 17, I bought  
my first car. It was a 1936 Austin  
10 Clifton, 1141cc engine, two  
seater with a soft top and a two 
seater dickie seat.

I drove it for two or three years and 
then somebody saw it in the car park where I worked at Decca Radar. 
They offered me money, more than I had paid for it and being now 20, 
the money was more attractive than that particular car, so I sold it. Years 
later I regretted that I had sold it, but I could not have kept it.

However when I retired, I decided to check to see if it still existed, with 
the thought I might buy it back. I checked with the DVLA but it came 
back negative, so I checked with Beaulieu Motor Museum, to see if they 
had one of the same model that I could sit in and perhaps take a photo. 
They told me they did not and so I then started asking at Classic Car 
Shows whenever I attended one.

Luckily on one of these occasions another Austin owner I met, said  
he had seen one the same as my old one for sale in his Austin Club 
magazine, so he sent me details and I contacted the owner and then I 
decided to take the train to Wales in order to see it.

I was amazed how good it was, it was first registered in December 1936 
in Cambridgeshire and was one of the 750 Austin 10 Clifton’s built at 
Longbridge. There were only 65 left registered with the DVLA in 1996 
and this one had been completely rebuilt by someone in Gloucester, 
between 1984 and 1996 winning a national Award.

I didn’t fancy driving it all the way back to my home in Surrey that day, 
so I arranged for a low loader to bring it back for me a few days later. 
Since then I have joined the Austin 10 Club and have been on a couple 
of trips staying on the Isle of Wight and another trip to stay and drive 
around the New Forest. Last year I drove it over to my house in Brittany 
and some other club members with their old Austin’s joined us. We 
were allowed by the Police to drive right up to the entrance of Mont-St-
Michel, which was very special and privileged.

I insure it through a classic car company and with unlimited mileage, 
including breakdown cover in Europe, for £110 per year. I expect they 
know I only normally drive it locally on dry sunny days!

Tony Shore  
(ex-Chairman BAE Systems Joint Pensioners Committee)

Your letters continued...
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Memories

RO Bridgwater Site 

Based on the site of the former Royal Ordnance Factory, between the 
villages of Puriton and Woolavington, Gravity are the new owners and 
much progress has been made over the past year. 

There is now a roadway from a new roundabout on the A39 at Puriton 
Hill down to another on the Puriton-Woolavington Road. It is planned 
to enter the site near the old central stores building. Past employees will 
remember the site had a facility to pump water from the Huntspill River 
and according to Gravity’s plans they will retain this facility. The other 
water extraction site, at the top of Puriton Hill, and known by us as 
Filtration, is to become luxury eco–homes. Also planned is the 
reopening of the main line rail link which will prove interesting to see 
locomotives using the bridge over the motorway again. Will this be a 
thing of the future – trains travelling over the M5 motorway again? 

Full details of these plans can be found at thisisgravity.co.uk where 
you can also view a map of how the site is planned for future use.  
Can you remember the processes that were in these locations? 

Keith Giles 

Full details of these plans can  
be found at thisisgravity.co.uk
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Concorde memories 

In May 1978 I was fortunate  
enough to go to Morocco with 
Concorde 202 on a hot and high 
altitude trials program. In the two 
weeks we were out there the systems 
I was looking after performed  
without a hitch so most of my time 
was spent pumping up the Air Data 
Computer for the mechanics who 
were looking after the variable air 
intakes for the engines. 

On completion of a very pleasant interlude in the sunshine of 
Casablanca it was time to come home. All the spare equipment was 
loaded on board and all staff took their seats in the cabin. Engine start 
up occurred then suddenly I heard some noise which was unusual and 
sure enough over the loudspeakers came a call for the avionics expert  
to come to the cockpit. Once I had fought my way past all the other 
‘experts’ I got to the cockpit and there sat in the captain’s chair was  
the Chief Test Pilot who was to fly us back to the UK. 

I was told what the problem was, whilst doing control movement 
checks, the blue control system was switching automatically to green.  
I asked the pilot if he could demonstrate it to me which he duly did.  
In the meantime the other experts were rushing around looking for the 
spare comparator computer. I noticed on the instrument that showed 
the position of the elevons that one of them did not seem to be under 
control and was just waving around randomly. I immediately said to  
the crew chief it’s not the comparator computer you need but the 
autostabiliser computer. At this point the pilot turned to me and said  
“I haven’t got my autostabilisers engaged” and I replied I know but in 
the rear of the autostabiliser computer are the flying control amplifiers 
and one of them is open circuit which is causing the system switching 
when control column demand is not matched by the elevons position.  
I could see the look of disbelief on his face but the spare autostabiliser 
computer was found, fitted and to my relief when he carried out his 
preflight checks all was well. I returned to my seat for the trip home.  
To be fair to the pilot he did announce over the loudspeaker system  
that “thanks to our avionics expert we will depart for UK shortly”.

Memories continued...

We were the few who saw two 
Concordes closing at a combined 
Mach 4 speed. 
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On our flight home as we crossed the Bay of Biscay the captain 
informed us that if we looked out the port side we would see another 
Concorde test flying out of Filton so our party were the few who saw 
two Concordes closing at a combined Mach 4 speed. Interestingly 
enough when I got the suspect computer back into the lab at Filton  
I couldn’t find anything wrong with it but I did get the manufacturers 
staff who worked with us in the lab to change the amplifier anyway.

Since the new Museum at Filton has opened I have taken my grandsons 
to see Concorde 216 which is kept there but I am not too sure how 
impressed they were with granddad recalling all the bits of the aircraft 
he had a hand in during the build. November 2003 was a sad time 
when I stood with my daughters on Clifton Downs and watched 216  
fly over the Clifton Suspension Bridge on its final flight.

Geoff Witherden

I am writing on behalf of my friend Mrs Eileen Burns whose late 
husband Bob worked for BAE Systems many years ago, and who  
loves to tell stories about Bob’s very happy time at BAE Systems.

Eileen has two beautiful photographs of Concorde signed by everyone 
there, and Bob paid for her to have two wonderful trips on Concorde 
(the Bay of Biscay and Iceland) from which she has lots of memorabilia 
and countless stories.

Now, despite being 96, partially sighted and very hard of hearing, Eileen 
continues to live independently – she enjoys cooking her own meals, 
keeping her home clean and pottering in her garden. Most of all she 
enjoys going out to the shops and to the pub, and talking about her life 
since first going into service at the age of 14 at Lady Russell’s large house 
in Send. Lady Russell was the wife of Archibald Russell who was Chairman 
of the Filton Division of the British Aircraft Corporation until he retired 
in 1969. She enjoys recalling her time during the war when Bob was 
away fighting in France and their very happy life together in Surrey. Bob 
continued to work for St John’s Ambulance for some time after leaving 
BAE Systems. 

Eileen receives a BAE Systems spouse’s pension which has helped her 
enormously, especially to keep warm after years of either ‘heat or eat’ 
so thank you to BAE Systems pensions for enriching this very special 
lady’s life.

Angela Toner

Those were the glory days of 
Concorde production which I 
remember fondly.
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Memories continued...

Remembering 

I was just 15 when I started my apprenticeship with Ferranti in 
Edinburgh and finished when I was 21 but during that time I learned  
so many skills and made lots of friends. When I was 18 I went to France 
and spent a month fitting digitisers to the radio telescope in Nancay 
which was a great experience for me. I was also sent to the outward 
bound sea school in Aberdovey in Wales for a month and this was a 
fantastic adventure involving rock climbing, sailing and lots of marching. 

After a few years working at Dalkeith I decided it was time to stretch 
my wings and I emigrated to Canada where I worked for The Reynolds 
Extrusion Company in Ontario. Here I became foreman of the lawn 
furniture department but as the company moved to the United States  
I lost my job and so eventually I returned to Scotland where I was 
offered a position with Ferranti as an Industrial Engineer in the navigation 
department at Silverknowes. I worked through the takeover with GEC 
and eventually Marconi where I worked on the Thermal Imaging Airborne 
Laser Designator (TIALD) for seven years. I was made redundant in 1998 
and decided to start my own engineering manufacturing business which 
included making parts for GEC Marconi and a company who had several 
remotely operated vehicles and I made parts for underwater cameras. 

 
I retired from the business in 2015 and as I was a founder member  
with a local model engineering society I built locomotives for passenger 
carrying trains in a country park. I can only say my life has been very full 
and varied and at 77 I am still enjoying life to the full, and thanks to my 
BAE Systems pension I can do the things I want to do.

Bill Rouse

Thanks to my BAE Systems 
pension I can do the things  
I want to do. 
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Books

Point to Point – a History of International  
Telecommunications During the Radio Years 

I joined Plessey Naval Systems in 1983. Through several changes of 
ownership, including GEC-Marconi, BAE Systems and Thomson-Marconi, 
I spent 30 years at Templecombe designing submarine antennas and 
communication systems, retiring in 2013. 

Having spent my whole career in radio communications, including my 
early years in Post Office Telecoms, I finally completed a book concerning 
the history of international telecommunications in the days before 
satellites and fibre optic cables, that being via direct radio links.

This is a story about 20th century technological history. It follows on from 
the work of Marconi and how radio communications developed from 
crude beginnings, into a reasonably sophisticated network, evolving 
from spark transmitters, to valves and ultimately semiconductors. 

The book describes the development of HF radio, 
the challenges faced by the UK radio stations 
during WW2, spectrum regulation and life on a 
radio station. The relative efficiency of point to 
point radio and the cost of replacement satellite 
installations resulted in HF radio playing a part in 
international telecoms up to the 1980’s, giving me  
direct experience of this fascinating medium, 
which I recall in an autobiographical chapter. 

Paul M. Hawkins 
paulhawkins1951@btinternet.com

301 Top Tips for Design Engineers 

I’m a retired BAE Systems (Royal Ordnance) employee and have written 
a book which may be of interest to Update readers, their family and 
friends. It’s called ‘301 Top Tips for Design Engineers.’

I worked for Royal Ordnance (RO) Nottingham, starting as an apprentice 
in 1967 until the factory closed in 2001. My jobs were mainly on the 
design side of things, starting on a drawing board in 1971 and going on 
to Computer Aided Design (CAD) in 1985. In later years I created a CAD 
guide to help other people in the office. After leaving RO I went on to work 
for a couple of other companies as a design engineer until retirement. 
After retirement I thought it would be good to expand my design guide 
and after reading my manuscript a publisher was happy to create the 
book - so this is it!

It gives a ‘leg-up’ to new and existing 
engineering designers by letting them know 
some of my experiences over 49 years at 
work that won’t be found in an engineer’s 
technical reference book. It includes design 
and drafting guides, good advice for 
everyday design and general office life, 
advice on job interviews, how to handle 
meetings, insights into other departments 
and looking after yourself in a work 
environment.

Chris Morris

Read about some interesting books written by  
our very own pensioners. 
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Books continued...

Adventures in Aviation 

This book describes the many unusual 
adventures that I experienced in 40 varied and 
exciting years as an aviator. I left school at 15 
in 1960 with little idea of what I wanted to do. 
After a brief flirtation with farming, I got  
a job at RAE Bedford as a Scientific Assistant. 
That introduced me to sea trials in aircraft 
carriers and brought a few flights in military 
aircraft. I soon decided to become a pilot and 
joined the RAF in 1962. 

After training, I was posted to Singapore in 1964 to fly fighter/ground 
attack Hunters during the Confrontation between Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Then, after a brief spell as an instructor at the Hunter Operational 
Conversion Unit at RAF Chivenor, I was sent on loan from 1968 to 1970 to 
the Sultan of Oman’s Air Force during the little-known Dhofar War. There 
I flew many operations in ground attack, supply dropping and casualty 
evacuation roles in piston and jet aircraft. I had to make two emergency 
landings in a Strikemaster jet after being hit by enemy ground fire. 

The 1970s brought six years as a fast-jet instructor in Gnat, Hunter and 
Hawk aircraft at RAF Valley, interspersed by two years with the Royal 
Norwegian Air Force as an exchange pilot on a Northrop F5 squadron.  
My second time at Valley included a leading role in the introduction of the 
Hawk to RAF service. During that period, in 1977, I had to make a very 
difficult forced landing at Llanbedr in a Gnat after the aircraft suffered a 
total engine failure, with complications! I finished my RAF service on the 
iconic Harrier as Officer Commanding Operations at RAF Wittering from 
1982-84.

Civil aviation brought very wide experiences, mainly as a British Aerospace 
Woodford airline training captain, examiner, test pilot and project manager 
in the ATP, Jetstream and BAE 146/Avro RJ including in China, Bangladesh, 
the Caribbean, Indonesia, Turkey and New Zealand. Eleven of the 26 
chapters are devoted to that most demanding and exciting period. For my 
work as project manager during the introduction of the new four-engined 
Avro RJ aircraft to the Sabena subsidiary, Delta Air Transport, I was given a 
BAE Systems Chairman’s Award for innovation before retiring in 2000. The 
book is illustrated with 63 photos, with the cover photo showing a Hawk 
being piloted from the front seat by me. The book has received some very 
fine reviews online. One describes it as “factual, exciting, fascinating and 
most of all well told in layman’s terms”.

Roy Gamblin

Marconi book recommendation 

It was suggested in our newsletter that we 
could recommend books. There are two  
books that I would like to recommend:

‘Marconi’s Hall Street Works 1898-1912’  
which traces the heritage of BAE Systems  
back to Marconi in its original factory in 
Chelmsford (the birthplace of radio).  
The site is only a short distance from  
where I started in Marconi in 1983.

‘Marconi’s New Street Works 1912-2012’ 
which is where I started my career with  
BAE Systems when it was Marconi 
Communications in 1983.

Cliff Harris
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The Mechanics and Construction of the Acoustic Guitar 

Starting with the English Electric Co in 1958 as a student apprentice, 
I joined the Stress Office at Warton working on the Canberra and 
Lightening. I quickly progressed to the structural analysis group using 
the in-house developed Matrix Force and Displacement Method 
programmes and two Deuce computers. Following the introduction  
of IBM computers and the adoption of the Nastran FEM suite of 
programmes I spent some further seventeen years on this work, 
covering all aspects of analysis, static, non-linear, vibration, shock and 
dynamic, and in particular resolving problems encountered with the 
early CFC manufacturing processes. I was Head of Tornado Structures 
during the first Gulf war period and lastly BAE Systems Resource 
Manager Structures, finally retiring in late 1999.

I did have a four-year period out of BAE Systems in the mid 70s. I had 
been repairing guitars and other stringed instruments since the mid 
1960s, and in 1975 I left BAE Systems to join Roger Bucknall at Fylde 
Guitars as their third employee. Within a few years there were fifteen  
of us and I led one of three teams of four, each making around 30 
instruments a month. In the early 70s I had done some theoretical work 
on string intonation and the positioning of the bracing on the guitar 
face, and in 2009 I decided to write a book on the guitar using my 
experience of aircraft structures and FEM analysis. Ten years later my 
book “The Mechanics and Construction of the Acoustic Guitar” was 
published, some 120,000 words, 382 pages, and over 250 hand drawn 
illustrations. 

The term ‘mechanics’ means explaining  
how the string tension and vibration forces  
are carried through the structure, including  
a rudimentary strength analysis, and for  
‘construction’ it means understanding  
the design and roles of the individual  
components, where an ‘acoustic path’  
concept is used. Playability aspects,  
including what can go wrong, are also  
covered and under the topic of ‘string  
intonation’, believed to be for the first  
time, a mathematical solution for the  
saddle position is developed. ‘Machine  
head’ calculations also show how some  
strings are much harder to tune than others. 

Roger Bucknall MBE of Fylde Guitars says in his Foreword to the book 
“Eddie’s work deserves to become a milestone in guitar making literature”. 

Eddie Green

If you have any books to share 
please do get in touch. Contact 
details can be found on page 24.
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Please make sure that all correspondence (including any notifications  
of pensioner deaths) is sent to the correct address to avoid any delay  
in response.

BAE Systems Pension Schemes (excluding SIPS Benefits members) 

>  Write to: Pensions Service Centre, Freepost RSTA-GHHR-EEAK, PO Box 
1197, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 0GD

>  Phone: 0800 917 9568

If you wish to email

BAE Systems Pension Scheme (excluding L100+ Benefits, 2000 Plan 
Benefits and Alvis Benefits members) and BAE Systems Executive Pension 
Scheme members: 

> farnborough.pensions@equiniti.com 

BAE Systems Pension Scheme (L100+ Benefits, 2000 Plan Benefits and 
Alvis Benefits) and Royal Ordnance Pension Scheme members: 

> fulwood.pensions@equiniti.com

MyPension

You can view pay slips, pension increases and P60s by logging 
onto:  mybaespension.equiniti.com

BAE Systems Pension Scheme - SIPS Benefits members

>  Write to: Capita, PO Box 555, Stead House,  
Darlington, DL1 9YT

>  Phone: 0345 601 0607
>  Email: member.enquiries@sips-pensions.co.uk

Hartlink

You can view pay slips, pension increases and P60s by logging onto: 
hartlinkonline.co.uk/SIPS

 

Getting in touch

For more information visit the BAE Systems pensions website 
w: baesystems.com/pensions

Copyright © 2021 BAE SYSTEMS. All Rights Reserved.
BAE SYSTEMS is a registered trade mark of BAE Systems plc.                           04.21.TC3868.123

We love to hear from you. Please send 
newsletter related correspondence to:
>  Group Pensions, BAE Systems, PO Box 87, 1st Floor,  

Warwick House, Farnborough Aerospace Centre, 
Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 6YU

>  Email: pensions.policy@baesystems.com
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