
Other news

Welcome to the summer issue of the Bishopton regeneration newsletter.

As we near the end of the summer and look towards autumn, we reflect on  
the progress made over the last few months. 

At the start of the summer, we launched our walking guide to Dargavel Village 
during Bishopton Day. The release of the new map marked the official opening 
of 8km of footpaths and cycle ways around the development and it highlights 
some of the historical and ecological points of interest around the village. 

We recognise the importance natural landscapes have in improving everyone’s 
health and wellbeing, so open spaces and green areas are an integral part of 
Dargavel Village. We are planning more, plus an extensive network of walking 
and cycle routes as phases of the new development are brought forward, so 
watch this space.

The importance of having the right infrastructure in place is vital to the success  
of a development such as Dargavel Village. We’re pleased to say that work  
on the new M8 junction continues to develop apace, and the shops being  
built in the new retail hub will soon be opening their doors.

It’s a very exciting time of the development and, at the end of April, we were 
very proud to receive the Royal Town Planning Institute Award for Excellence 
in Planning. The award recognises the positive economic and environmental 
impact of the development on the area. 

We’d like to thank Renfrewshire Council for 
nominating Dargavel Village for this prestigious 
award and thank you, the local community,  
for your ongoing support.

Summer 2019

 Jon Gettinby

Have your say
Contact us any time
We are keen to hear your views on  
the Dargavel Village development. 
 
Send your thoughts to us at:
Georgetown Reception Centre,  
Houston Road, Houston PA6 7BG

T: 0800 130 3302  
W: www.baesystems.com/bishopton

Bishopton regeneration

Update
Ecology news

Our new walking guide to Dargavel Village highlights a number of routes around 
the village, plus connecting pathways to the surrounding area. It’s proven that 
good quality natural landscape in urban areas can help reduce stress and make 
us feel happier but, more importantly, it gives people the opportunity to exercise 
and to interact near to the places where they live. 

We have delivered open spaces as an integral part of the Dargavel Village 
development. A network of landscaped areas, including open water, is all linked 
by footpath and cycle routes. The first phase of the community parkland to the 
north of the village, which can be accessed from Slateford Road, leads to open 
countryside as far as Houston Road. This amenity will be rolled out in stages to 
give increasingly better access to woodland and country areas near the village.

We plan to build more open space and routes as phases of new development are 
brought forward. This includes Central Park – a large, multi-purpose recreational 
area at the very heart of Dargavel Village.

It is proving to be an excellent summer for many butterfly and moth species 
across the development. The brightly coloured six-spot burnet and cinnabar 
moths, which are rare or uncommon elsewhere in Renfrewshire, are being  
seen regularly across Dargavel Village, as are large dark green fritillaries and  
small pearl-bordered fritillaries.

The migrant butterflies are also doing well – the striking peacock butterflies  
were particularly plentiful early in the season, followed by good number of 
painted lady butterflies from early July.

Butterflies in abundance

Go explore!
Two pairs of barn owls have set up home in our artificial nesting sites, including 
a pair at our new barn owl tower in the north of the site near Formakin. As these 
birds are a protected species, we would ask that people keep their distance from 
the towers, as the birds are sensitive to disturbance.

Other exciting new additions on site this year include the first breeding pair of 
kingfishers, a colony of sand martins and a green woodpecker. There is a chance 
of seeing the kingfishers around the Dargavel Ponds, where they often feed 
later in the summer and autumn, and this is also where our resident mute swans 
reared five cygnets this year. 

A small colony of sand martins has set up home in our borrow pit in the north  
of the site and can regularly be seen flying over the sustainable urban drainage 
ponds by the new houses in the village. 

Many species are also making use of temporary habitats created when 
remediated areas are left dormant between development stages. It’s interesting 
to note that they include ringed and little ringed plovers, meadow pipit, skylark 
and lapwing, all of which are either rare species or of conservation concern. 

Why not see what species you can see when out exploring? 

Barn owls take up residence

The cinnabar moth



The first store at the new retail centre is scheduled to open in late September  
as construction of the units nears completion. Work on the fit-out of the  
new supermarket began in late August and this store will be joined by five  
further retailers who are expected to open around the same time. Details  
of these new retailer outlets will follow soon.

Retail village 
opening soon

M8 junction  
motors on
Construction of the new M8 junction continues. Our contractor has made good 
progress during the summer months, when the A8 Greenock Road was closed to 
traffic, and we’re pleased to say we’re ahead of schedule, with the junction now 
set to open in Winter 2019, rather than Spring 2020, as originally planned.

The roundabouts are now both complete and open to traffic, and work 
continues to complete the footpaths and cycle ways. The next phase includes 
the installation of off-site signage including new road signs on the M8 and 
surrounding areas, and the completion of the motorway off ramp.

We would like to remind motorists that works on the junction are continuing  
and that the 30mph speed limit through these works on the A8 Greenock  
Road remains in place and is being enforced by the police.

Development news

Dargavel Village has been recognised for its contribution to the local community. 
In April, it received the prestigious ‘Excellence in Planning for Homes – Large 
Schemes’ award at the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) Awards  
for Planning Excellence 2019. 

The programme was nominated for the UK-wide award by Renfrewshire Council 
and the panel of judges recognised the positive economic and environmental 
impact the development has contributed to Renfrewshire. 

We are very proud to receive the accolade as Dargavel Village is a huge 
programme, transforming brownfield land into a vibrant community, supported 
by new and enhanced infrastructure, improved travel links, retail, leisure and 
community facilities, and surrounded by a public accessible woodland area. 

Supporting local  
sporting facilities
We are committed to improving the sport, recreation and play facilities across 
Bishopton and, in August, we presented the Bishopton Community Development 
Trust (BCDT) with a cheque for £50,000. This payment is part of our £300,000 
pledged to the trust, taking our total donation so far to £150,000. The  
remainder will be paid in stages over the lifetime of the development. 

Scott Wilson, Chair of the BCDT, was presented with the cheque by Jon Gettinby, 
Head of Bishopton Programme, who was joined by Derek Mackay, MSP for 
Renfrewshire North and West.

The focus of the BCDT is on developing community-wide sports facilities at the 
Holm Park Playing Fields for tennis, football and rugby in particular. Some of the 
money we have donated so far has been used to upgrade the existing facilities,  
such as new goal posts and equipment to maintain the grounds. 

The BCDT has been working closely with a professional design team to develop 
ideas and has carried out a detailed community consultation exercise on which 
facilities people would like, as well as wider community issues the BCDT may get 
involved in. Responses to the consultation (circa 1,500) were overwhelmingly 
supportive of the trust’s plans for Holm Park, a multi-million pound development.

Prestigious award 
for Dargavel Village


