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UK Defence Procurement Minister: 
Eurofighter Typhoon is the world’s 
most powerful and reliable swing-
role aircraft 

Harriett Baldwin MP, the UK Minister 
for Defence Procurement, has praised 
the Eurofighter Typhoon aircraft during 
a presentation at the 2017 Royal 
International Air Tattoo at RAF 
Fairford, Gloucestershire. 

She said: "We see Typhoon as very 
much strengthening UK defence and 
the first quality I would highlight is its 
reliability; it has an engine that goes 
over 1,000 flying hours without 
needing unscheduled maintenance. 

"It’s versatile as well, simultaneously 
supporting air-to-air and air-to 
surface missions.  It gives Britain 
global coverage because, today, we 
know that our Typhoons are all over 
the world. 

“They’ve been heavily involved in striking at the heart of DAESH in 
the Middle East, warding off the Russian threat in Eastern Europe, 
safeguarding the Falkland Islands 35 years after the invasion, and, 
of course, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year  providing our quick 
reaction alert to defend British skies.” 

 

 

 

 

Live firings of Brimstone missile 
successfully completed as 
enhancements move forward 

 

A series of live firings of the Brimstone precision strike missile from 
Eurofighter Typhoon have been successfully completed as part of work 
to add further significant upgrades to the aircraft.  

The two-month campaign of trials, conducted from BAE Systems’ 
Military Air & Information site at Warton, Lancashire, UK, forms part of 
new enhancements to be rolled out across the UK Royal Air Force 
(RAF) fleet, ensuring Typhoon remains at the cutting edge of combat 
capability.  

Brimstone will provide Typhoon with a low collateral, pin-point 
accurate air-to-surface weapon, further enhancing the aircraft’s 
already potent and combat-proven swing-role performance. Planning 
for the next stages of work on Brimstone - including evaluation by the 
RAF in mid-2018 - are now underway ahead of entry into service. 

Andy Flynn, BAE Systems Eurofighter Capability Delivery Director, said: 
“To complete this milestone in such a short space of time is testament 
to the expertise and dedication of our people and the value of working 
closely with our partners. Brimstone will add a low-collateral, high 
precision strike capability and ensure Typhoon remains fit to meet the 
threats of the future for decades to come.”  

 

 

 
Support solution to drive down cost of operating 
Eurofighter Typhoon by 40% hits one year mark 
An innovative support solution which is driving down the cost of operating Eurofighter 
Typhoon has reached the one year mark. 

August 2016 marked the official commencement of the TyTAN-Typhoon Total Availability 
eNterprise service. The contract which replaces the previously contracted Typhoon 
Availability Service, saw BAE Systems entering into a 10 year partnership with the Ministry 
of Defence (MOD) to transform support to the UK Typhoon fleet.   

BAE Systems works in partnership with the Royal Air Force and the Ministry of Defence, and 
will jointly transform the way we work to further reduce the costs of operating the Typhoon 
fleet at RAF Coningsby and RAF Lossiemouth by more than a third. The contract will enable 
circa £500m of savings to be re-invested into developing new capabilities for the aircraft. 
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UK Royal Air Force begin  
Testing with Weapons and 
Software Upgrades 
A new package of advanced weapons, software and avionics 
enhancements for the Eurofighter Typhoon combat jet is being 
trialled by Royal Air Force Test and Evaluation pilots at RAF 
Coningsby, Lincolnshire, ahead of roll-out across the UK fleet. 

The work forms a major part of Project Centurion - the programme 
to ensure seamless transition of capability from the Tornado GR4 to 
Typhoon. 

Operational testing and evaluation of the upgrades, known as the 
Project Centurion Phase 1 capability package, includes trials of 
MBDA’s Meteor ‘beyond visual range’ air-to-air and Storm Shadow 
deep attack air-to-surface missile software systems. The test work 
is being supported by BAE Systems. 

Meteor will bring an extreme ‘beyond visual range’ air-to-air 
capability to Typhoon. It is an active radar guided missile designed 
to provide a multi-shot capability against long-range, moving 
targets, such as fast jets, small Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) 
and cruise missiles, in dense electronic warfare environments. 
Storm Shadow will introduce a stand-off air-to-surface capability, 
enhancing Typhoon’s abilities against well-defended infrastructure 
targets.  

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italian Typhoons Patrolling 
Black Sea from Bulgaria 
The Italian Air Force has deployed four Eurofighter Typhoon fighter 
aircraft to assist in guarding Bulgaria’s air space until October 2017. 

The mission is part of security measures by Nato member countries on 
the alliance’s eastern flank. 

The mission will be carried out under the plans and procedures of the 
Nato Alliance for Air Defence and Missile Defence (NATINAMDS). 

Typhoons scramble on Air 
Policing in Romania 
A UK Typhoon on air policing duties in Romania scrambled to intercept 
a Russian aircraft over the Black Sea. The scramble took place in July. 

A detachment of four Typhoon fighter jets from the UK RAF’s 3 Fighter 
Squadron worked alongside the Romanian Air Force to police the skies 
over the Black Sea. 

Deployed for four months until the end of August, the aircraft were 
based in Mihail Kogalniceanu Airbase in south east Romania since May. 

Leonardo Support DASS 
Upgrade for Typhoon  
Leonardo has welcomed a contract between NETMA and Eurofighter 
for a Defensive Aids Sub System (DASS) capability upgrade for the 
UK’s Eurofighter Typhoon combat jets.  

The two-year, €45M (£40M) contract, which includes capability work 
by Leonardo, integration activities by BAE Systems and Ministry of 
Defence trials, will see the Typhoon’s 'Praetorian' DASS upgraded in 
order to meet the Royal Air Force’s future operational requirements.  

The contract is part of a continuous capability upgrade to ensure UK 
Typhoons can identify and defeat known and emerging threats. 

Fast Fact Check 
• 599 aircraft ordered 
• 22 Eurofighter Typhoon units in operational service 
• Recent industry capability enhancement milestones 

- Successful completion of a Meteor Dual Firing in quarter one 
of 2017 

 Completion of the planned phase of Storm Shadow releases 
- Successful completion of the first live firing of Brimstone in 

July 2017. 

Force Commander: Typhoon is at the heart of 
Coalition Operation 
RAF Air Commodore Ian Duguid says Typhoon has proved itself at the heart of the 
international coalition fighting against DAESH. 

The aircraft has now flown in excess of 900 missions over Iraq and Syria since December 
2015, providing daily support to international coalition forces in the fight against DAESH on 
Operation SHADER. 

Each mission consists of a pair of Typhoons and all told the operational activity equates to 
over 10,000 flying hours, during which the aircraft has delivered more than 850 Paveway IV 
weapons.   

The Typhoon Force Commander, Air Cdre Duguid says: “In terms of its contribution to the 
fight against DAESH we have seen a demonstrable change in the size of the so-called 
caliphate in Iraq and Syria. We recently saw the Prime Minister of Iraq in Mosul city – the 
second largest city – which has just been liberated with support from coalition air power.  
Typhoon has been a key component of that support to the freedom of Mosul. 

 


