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ABOUT THE BRADLEY INDUSTRIAL BASE 
The Bradley Industrial Base is a one-of-a-kind 
national defense asset. With its primary hub 
of operations located at BAE Systems’ lean 
manufacturing facility in York, Pennsylvania, 
the Bradley Industrial Base is a network of 
more than 586 large, medium and small 
businesses working with the U.S. government 
to maintain the readiness of four of the five 
key vehicles used by the U.S. Army’s Armored 
Brigade Combat Teams (ABCTs). These 
vehicles include the Bradley Fighting Vehicle, 
the M88 recovery vehicle, the M109 Family of 
Vehicles and Paladin Integrated Management, 
and the M113 personnel carrier. The Bradley 
Industrial Base and its facilities maintain the 
only manufacturing capability designed with 
the flexibility and unique skill set required to 
manufacture and maintain combat platforms 
for the ABCTs.

PROBLEM 
The U.S. Army’s current funding plan calls 
for the Bradley Industrial Base to shut down 
for at least three years starting in 2014 
resulting in serious consequences for the 
Army, the combat vehicle industrial base and 
the taxpayer. 

IMPACT OF THE INDUSTRIAL BASE 
SHUTDOWN 
U.S. ARMY 
Compromised readiness and modernization 
for key ABCT platforms 
–  Significant cost increases in combat 
 vehicle manufacturing and to restart the 
 Bradley line 
–  Loss of combat vehicle competition and 
 affordability (BAE Systems is one of only 
 two prime suppliers in the U.S. heavy 
 combat vehicle market)

INDUSTRIAL BASE 
The United States will lose the unique 
industrial capabilities and skilled workforce 
required to cost-effectively maintain and 
modernize ABCT platforms including: 
–  Specialized and highly skilled workforce 
 in key industrial sectors, including armor 
 welding, unique precision machining, 
 complex assembly, and laser production 
 technology 
–  Approximately 7,000 jobs across 44 
 states and DC, and 199 Congressional 
 districts 
–  Income of 586 suppliers, including 345 
 small businesses 
–  Unique manufacturing infrastructure to 
 maintain a tracked combat vehicle 
 business 
–  Supplier incentive to continue to produce 
 specialized parts

THE TAXPAYER 
$750 million cost impact to businesses and 
taxpayers across the nation to shut down and 
restart the Bradley production line

BOTTOM LINE IMPACT 
–  Unfavorable impact on the U.S. economy 
 and small business 
–  Permanent damage to the U.S. industrial 
 capacity

SOLUTION 
Meeting the long-term (Army) needs, fixing 
the short-term (industrial base) problem 
The Bradley Fighting Vehicle will be in the 
Army’s ABCT until at least 2030. There is a 
critical need to uphold a healthy and viable 
Bradley Industrial Base in order to maintain 
the readiness of the current fleet and to 
ensure a seamless transition to future Army 
programs. In order to bridge the gap, BAE 
Systems is proposing a solution that will 
demonstrate a win-win for the Army, BAE 
Systems and its supplier base, and the 
American taxpayer. This includes incremental 
upgrades to the current Bradley fleet to protect 
critical workforce skills and the supplier base, 
and increase funding for the M88.

“WE HAVE TO MAINTAIN THE CORE INDUSTRIAL BASE THAT 
   WE NEED.  THE SKILLS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR ABILITY 
    TO MAINTAIN A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE.” 
– THE HONORABLE LEON PANETTA, FORMER SECRETARY 
   OF DEFENSE, FEBRUARY 6, 2013


