
Welcome to the summer issue of the Bishopton regeneration newsletter.

We’ve had an extremely busy few months on site, helped in part by the warm 
weather. We’ve seen work start on the new link road that will give access to the 
retail hub and the temporary second phase park-and-ride car park; preparations 
being made to create additional parking near to the train station; ongoing 
construction of new homes by our development partners, and the completion of 
our phase three remediation.

We’ve also welcomed a number of new partners to the village, including Cumbrae 
Properties, who will soon start developing the new Sainsbury’s store, and 
McCarthy & Stone, who will soon begin constructing a new apartment building 
for the over 55s.

From an ecology perspective, Bishopton is a hive of activity all year round and this 
summer has been no different. We’ve seen a growth in our roe deer population; 
the arrival of the tree bumblebee for the first time, and our ecologists continue to 
find rare species of fungi and plants around the site. I’m delighted that on a recent 
site visit by the Considerate Constructors Scheme auditors, we were considered 
‘exceptional’ in this area, and that our team continues to look at new ways we can 
protect and enhance the environment.

Looking ahead to the next quarter, we’ll be working hard on the retail hub, and 
we’ll be starting works that will enable us to open up some of the Country Park 
areas for the local community to enjoy next year.
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Have your say
Contact us anytime
We are keen to hear your views on the  
Dargavel Village development.  
Send your thoughts to us at:
Georgetown Reception Centre,  
Houston Road, Houston PA6 7BG
T: 0800 130 3302  
W: www.baesystems.com/bishopton
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Other news

Summer is a great time for spotting wildlife and one species we’ve seen  
lots of recently is the butterfly. 

Two of our most frequently seen butterflies are the painted lady and the peacock. 
The peacock is common in garden areas and is easily identifiable by its spectacular 
patter of eyespots, while the painted lady is a summer migrant butterfly.

Our ecologists have also seen the tree bumblebee on site for the first time. First 
recorded in Scotland in 2013, the tree bumblebee is common across northern 
Europe and Asia, but has not been seen at Dargavel Village until this summer.

Regular readers of our monthly bulletin will know that the northern section of 
Slateford Road has now been adopted by Renfrewshire Council. We are currently 
working with the Council on the adoption of Barrangary Road, which we expect to 
be completed in September.

In our last issue, we announced that we had been awarded the Certificate of 
Performance Beyond Compliance by the Considerate Constructors Scheme (CCS) 
for the fourth consecutive year.

On a recent visit by the scheme’s auditors, we were awarded an excellent score 
in four of the five categories, and were rated exceptional in the ‘Protecting the 
Environment’ category. 

Our team is as passionate about protecting and preserving the natural environment 
as we are about transforming our site into a new and thriving community space, 
and we’re proud of the comments we received from the CCS auditors.

We will continue to work closely with our ecologists, the local community, Scottish 
Natural Heritage and our development partners to ensure we continue to protect 
and nurture the wildlife. 

Roe deer  
population 
grows
Dargavel Village is home to a thriving roe deer population, and earlier this year we 
experienced several incidents relating to poaching on the site by intruders. We 
have been working closely with the authorities and the local community to ensure 
we protect our deer population and we’re pleased to see that at least two sets of 
twins have been spotted on the site this summer. 

We’re proud of the variety of wildlife, trees and plants we have here in Bishopton 
and our eagle-eyed ecologists are always on the lookout for new or rare species 
appearing on site. Recently two very rare species of fungi have been discovered. 
The willow blister, a candidate for the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Global Fungal Red List on account of its rarity worldwide, was 
spotted earlier this year. 

This attractive fungus has been seen fewer than 100 times since its discovery in 
1801, but since being spotted at Bishopton, other sightings have been recorded 
in Orkney and around the Clyde area. Our ecologists have also spied the Godronia 
fuliginosa – a miniature cup fungus. This is its first sighting in Scotland and the 
last recorded in the UK was in the 1950s. Other fungi can be found in abundance 
around the development and we’ve seen a second flush of ‘chicken of the woods’ 
– a fungus common in northern Europe – that is easily identifiable by its bright 
orange colour.

Rare fungi spotted



Development  news

Earlier this summer, we completed a deal with Cumbrae Properties Limited to 
build the new retail hub at the heart of the Dargavel Village. This area, near to the 
train station, will form part of the village square. It will consist of an 8,000 sq ft 
Sainsbury’s store and up to five individual shops along with a dedicated car park.

Renfrewshire Council granted planning permission for the Sainsbury’s store in 
August. The store is currently expected to open in spring 2019.

Ahead of the construction starting, we’ve been busy building a new link road. 
This will give access to the retail area, social housing development and, in due 
course, the second phase park-and-ride car park. 

The M8 junction groundworks continue to settle in line with expectations. This 
means the next stage of the construction is on track to restart in 2019, with the 
opening of the new junction planned for spring 2020. 

While the main contractor, Morgan Sindall, is off site, we have been busy 
installing BT equipment and this autumn, ScottishPower and Scottish Water will 
be on site to relocate some services. Temporary traffic lights will be in place on 
Greenock Road between Bishopton and the Red Smiddy roundabout during this 
time, and we expect some disruptions to occur. However, we are working closely 
with ScottishPower and Scottish Water to keep these to a minimum and will 
provide updates in our monthly bulletin.

Construction of M8 
junction on track

Expansion of  
parking facilities
Part of our plans for Dargavel Village includes the expansion of the parking 
facilities near to the train station. We are currently preparing an area to the east 
of the current park-and-ride facility, installing lighting and a temporary surface. 
This will provide the community with about 100 additional parking spaces until 
the permanent second phase park-and-ride car park is constructed. We plan to 
open the temporary car park in early October, which will only be accessible from 
Craigton Drive. Initially the access road will remain as base course before being 
fully completed along with the first phase of the retail park in spring 2019.

New homes  
to be built 
Construction of Renfrewshire Council’s 80 new-build socially rented houses will 
begin in the coming months. Two areas on Dargavel Village will be developed to 
create the modern, spacious and energy efficient accommodation, with the first 
of the homes due to be complete by mid-2019.

In addition, McCarthy & Stone recently received planning permission for their 
retirement living complex aimed at the over-55s. The single building will be  
home to 49 apartments with a number of communal spaces and views of the 
nearby ponds.

Opening up  
the countryside
When we submitted our revised masterplan in May 2017, we committed to 
accelerating the landscaping, delivery and public access to open, green, play 
parks and community spaces, including the first stages of the Community 
Woodland Park. 

We’re delighted that planning permission has been given for the first stage of the 
Country Park to the north of the village. Work will start on the area later this year, 
which will include the removal of the factory security fence and other redundant 
infrastructure, and the creation of new habitats for wildlife with the aim of 
improving the biodiversity of the area.

When complete, the community will be able to access the countryside from the 
Newton Road path, and a pedestrian route onto Houston Road will provide links 
to the wider rural area. 

Supermarket at 
centre of retail hub

Visual representation of retail hub

Visual representation of the retirement living complex


