
Welcome to the Spring issue of the 
Bishopton regeneration update newsletter.

Since the last newsletter we have seen some terrible weather in the area, which 
resulted in Bishopton having the second highest recorded snowfall in the UK with 
snow as deep as 43cm, almost 20cm deeper than most of the UK. It was pleasing 
to see the community coming together to help out during this time. Members of 
our team who were unable to return home over this period also gave a helping 
hand to shovel snow and arrange for snow ploughs to help get the village moving 
– including using one of the 4X4 trucks to help local nurses get to Erskine hospital 
so they could work their shift.

After the big thaw it was back to ‘normality’ and we have continued to progress 
with the development of Dargavel Village. Remediation works continue to go as 
planned and we have completed the improvement works to Crosshill Road. We 
are also getting closer to starting back on phase three of the M8 junction works. 
 
Finally, I was pleased to see the report from the Considerate Constructors 
Scheme which has awarded BAE Systems the ‘Certificate of Performance Beyond 
Compliance’ for the Development. This is the fourth consecutive year our team 
has been awarded this standard and it is encouraging to hear that the work we 
are doing on community engagement, ecology and safety are recognised in this 
way by an independent body.
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Have your say
Contact us anytime
We are keen to hear your views on the  
Dargavel Village development.  
Send your thoughts to us at:
Georgetown Reception Centre,  
Houston Road, Houston PA6 7BG
T: 0800 130 3302  
W: www.baesystems.com/bishopton
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UpdatePine marten boxes 
installed

The beast  
from the east

Ecology news

The snow brought much of the country to a standstill

Our team of ecologists have recently 
installed a number of pine marten boxes 
within the community woodland area of 
the village. 

The pine marten is a cat-sized member 
of the weasel family. Once common 
across Britain, the pine martens numbers 
have suffered a dramatic decline. With 
Scotland’s population estimated at 
3,700 adult pine martens, the species is 
classed as rare and was given full legal 
protection in 1988.

With a number of sightings of pine 
martens in the region, we’re hopeful 
that they will make the woodland their 
new home.

During the ‘beast from the east’ that hit much of the UK in early March, Bishopton 
experienced some of the highest recorded snowfall in the UK with snow as deep 
as 43cm, almost 20cm deeper than most of the UK.

The BAE Systems team based in Bishopton remained on the development 
after the office was closed to assist in clearing snow from key routes on the 
development. This included arranging for a snow plough to visit the development 
to help out and shovelling snow from the footpaths. 

The team also put their 4X4 vehicles to good use by rescuing a number of vehicles 
that had become stuck, including four nurses who were making their way to 
Erskine hospital to work their shifts.

Colin Summerscales, Bishopton Construction Manager for BAE Systems, said: 
“The community spirit was evident throughout the development with residents 
helping each other in such adverse conditions. We were happy to help out where 
we could with clearing the snow and using our vehicles to rescue those who  
were stuck.”

Protecting wildlife
During recent months we have seen a number of incidents relating to badger 
baiting and poaching on the site by intruders. We are currently working with 
authorities to identify the offenders. Anyone with any information, or if you 
observe anything suspicious, please contact the police on 101 or our Freephone 
number 0800 130 3302.



Development  news

M8 junction settling 
as planned

A visual representation of the new school

The motorway junction works are on programme with the new junction planned 
to be open and operational in early 2020.

We are now over six months in to the 18-month ground settlement period for the 
new M8 junction 29A. During this period, the ground is regularly monitored and 
surveyed to allow us to accurately measure the settlement of the land so that we 
know when it’s the right time to recommence the phase three works. 

The ground settlement is currently progressing as planned, meaning that our 
contractors, Morgan Sindall, are expected to be back on the site in early 2019. 
As we continue to monitor the ground settlement you may see some workers in 
high-visibility clothing at the site over the coming months.  

We are taking advantage of the settlement period by undertaking a number 
of works in advance of the phase three works such as diverting BT fibre cables 
and the Scottish Water mains that currently run along the A8. In addition, new 
electrical supplies from Scottish Power will be installed to power the new road 
signs and street lighting; you will see these works being undertaken in the  
coming months.

Dargavel Primary 
School
Over the past 12 months we have been working with Renfrewshire Council to 
design the new primary school for Dargavel Village. This two-form entry school 
has been located centrally within the village and has been orientated on the East 
– West axis with fantastic views of the adjacent ponds.  

The site is also in the vicinity of the Central Park within the village. The classrooms 
are to be located centrally within the school site with the gym and dining hall 
located perpendicular to the teaching wing, creating an L-shape building which 
separates the playground area from the car parking and service area. The school 
playground will include hard and soft landscaping with the main sports pitch 
being located towards the northern part of the site.

Retail hub at Dargavel 
Village moves closer
We’re pleased to announce that our retail development partner, Cumbrae 
Properties Limited, will be starting on site in the summer to construct the first 
phase of the retail hub at Dargavel Village. This will be situated on Craigton Drive, 
close to Bishopton railway station and the park & ride car park. 

The hub will contain an 8,000 sq ft supermarket and up to five smaller units.  
We will have more details about who will be occupying the retail hub soon.

McCarthy & Stone 
are coming to 
Dargavel Village
The UK’s leading retirement house-builder, McCarthy & Stone, has joined the 
development and intends to construct a high-quality apartment development 
within the centre of Dargavel Village. 

The company recently held a public exhibition in Bishopton where they  
presented their plans for the development of 49 flats next to the village ponds 
and Craigton Drive. 

We’re delighted to welcome McCarthy & Stone to Dargavel Village and believe 
the development will add to the exciting mix of residential properties being built 
in the village. For more information about McCarthy & Stone, please visit their 
website: www.mccarthyandstone.co.uk.

Crosshill Road  
works completed
Work to complete Crosshill Road, which had been left at base-course to enable 
the Cala development, has been completed. This work involved resurfacing and 
final surfacing of Crosshill Road and associated footpaths. 

Crummocks Construction were contracted to carry out the works, with one 
resident emailing us to pass on their thanks to the workers for going “above and 
beyond” to help the resident. 

We would like to thank residents for your patience during the work which 
involved some instances of traffic management.

How the junction will look


