
Other news

Welcome to the winter issue of our newsletter.
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Have your say
Contact us any time
We are keen to hear your views on  
the Dargavel Village development. 
 
Send your thoughts to us at:
Georgetown Reception Centre,  
Houston Road, Houston PA6 7BG

T: 0800 130 3302  
W: www.baesystems.com/bishopton

Bishopton regeneration

Update
Ecology news

Bugs - a truly  
exciting addition

 
There’s been a truly exciting addition to the list of bugs 
seen on site – the false ladybird.

This fascinating insect was spotted on a tree trunk near 
our site office. It’s red, with four black spots, just like 
 a real ladybird. However, unlike a ladybird, it has two large antennae and it is, 

 in fact, a beetle.

Although it’s widespread in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, it’s seen far less in Scotland.

The false ladybird is a fungivore, meaning it feeds on 
mushrooms and fungi, so it shouldn’t go hungry on site.

Meanwhile, another new bug has been seen on site for 
the first time; the blue shieldbug (pictured above).
This is a predatory creature that tends to eat leaf beetles.
It usually spends winter as an adult before laying eggs in 
spring. You can spot new adults from July and there tends 
to be one new generation every year.

At this time of year, you’re also likely to see the poplar 
hawk moth on the go. 

One of the most common hawk moths in the UK, 
its caterpillars tend to hatch from July to late 

October. If you recently spotted a thick, 
green caterpillar with faint yellow  

lines and a spiked tail, it’s likely to  
have been a poplar hawk moth caterpillar 
(pictured left).

More birds than ever
 

The last twelve months have seen record numbers of bird species spotted  
at Dargavel Ponds. In all, 104 species were recorded before the end of November. 
This included two new species that haven’t been seen on site before.

The arrival of a green woodpecker was highlighted in the previous newsletter. 
More recently, a young great crested grebe was spotted spending some time  
by the ponds.

There was a great presence of tufted ducks in October when 40 birds were 
counted at the ponds at one point. In the same month our first goldeneye was 
spotted. This striking bird is a diving duck with golden eyes and a white patch on 
its black head.

By now, all of the ponds’ winter residents are likely to be in place. They’ll happily 
stay around until spring next year. 

Remember, the viewing platforms are great places to see our feathered friends.

The end of the year is always a busy time, and this year has been no exception. In 
the past few months, we’ve seen the first shops in the village centre open their 
doors, the unveiling of four new points of interest boards, and the opening of the 
new M8 junction which is a major milestone in our programme.

2019 has seen huge progress being made across the Dargavel Village 
development with new house developers on-site and the opening of green, open 
spaces. This progress has been recognised in the positive feedback we regularly 
receive from the local community.

With the new motorway junction now open, we’re looking ahead to the next 
major infrastructure project – the construction of the new primary school. Work 
on this will begin in the spring and you will get regular updates on the progress via 
this newsletter and our monthly bulletin. 

We would like to thank you for your ongoing support to the development of 
Dargavel Village, and wish everyone a happy Christmas and New Year.

The history and heritage of Bishopton is highlighted in four new 
points of interest boards recently erected around the village.

One is in place by the old factory gates, close to Bishopton 
railway station. It features information about the old gates and 
the people that used to pass through them each day, as well as a 
historical timeline of Royal Ordnance Factory (ROF) Bishopton.

Another has been installed by the cannon to commemorate 
ROF Bishopton. It gives a history of the cannon mounted at the 
viewpoint. Among other things, it tells why the cannon is positioned there.

And two boards have been put up at Dargavel Ponds, highlighting some of the 
wildlife and ecology that can be found on site, especially around the ponds near  
to the viewing platforms we installed earlier this year.

More boards will be going up in the future as the site develops.

New boards point to 
the area’s heritage



School makes progress

Development news

We’ve made further progress on the new primary school in the last few weeks.

We are expecting to appoint a developer before the end of the year with work 
on the access road to the school site, off Barrangary Road, due to start in January. 

Looking a little further forward, we’re expecting that ground-breaking on the 
site will take place in the spring with the construction of the school buildings 
expected to last around 14 months.

The current timetable means the building and grounds will be handed over to 
Renfrewshire Council in June 2021, and the first intake of pupils will start school 
that same summer. 

When it’s built, the school will have some exciting features, including a roof 
terrace, nature trail, activity trail, all weather pitch, and fitness/teaching area.

There will be two classes for each age group from P1 through to P7. This means 
that when it’s fully occupied, it will have room for up to 440 pupils.

Things are motoring ahead at Dargavel Village following December’s opening  
of the brand new multimillion pound M8 junction at Bishopton – three months 
ahead of schedule.

Junction 29A connects Bishopton and surrounding areas to Scotland’s busiest 
motorway, giving residents of Dargavel and Bishopton villages greatly improved 
transport links to Glasgow and beyond. 

The junction joins the intersection of Greenock Road (A8) and the M8, providing 
direct access eastbound towards Glasgow, as well as a direct exit from the 
motorway westbound.

Commenting on the opening, Steve Fogg, Managing Director, BAE Systems Shared 
Services, said: “The opening of this new junction is a major milestone in our efforts 
to deliver Dargavel Village and we were delighted to open it ahead of schedule. 
We are continuing to invest significantly in the local infrastructure to support the 
development of Dargavel Village, and we look forward to seeing the area grow  
and develop in the future.”

The junction took less than three years to build including an 18-month land 
settlement period. The work involved laying more than five kilometres of drainage 
pipes and over six kilometres of communications ducts; the construction of two 
roundabouts, and pedestrian and cycleway paths, the realignment of the A8 
Greenock Road, and the construction of the slips roads. We’ve also installed new 
drainage ponds, signage boards and have landscaped the area with trees, shrubs 
and hedgerows.

We’d like to thank Renfrewshire Council, Transport Scotland, Morgan Sindall  
and the local community for helping to deliver this significant milestone.

New motorway junction now open
Did you know?

•  The total area developed for the new junction is more than 170,000 square metres, 

equivalent to 24 football pitches

•  On-site drainage ponds can hold more than 2,500 cubic metres of water, equivalent to 

one Olympic size swimming pool

•  More than 300 trees were planted, two miles of hedgerows and 57 species of plants, 

shrubs and trees used in landscaping, covering 42,000 square metres, equivalent to 

almost six football pitches

•  More than 26,000 square metres of tarmac laid; equivalent to over three and a half  

football pitches

•  More than 50 companies were involved in the design and build, of which 40 per cent 

were Scotland-based companies

Coming soon - more shops
There’s more great news on the shopping front. 

In the last issue of our newsletter we announced the completion of the retail units 
at the village centre. 

Now, Sainsbury’s is fully open and bustling with shoppers, and a number of 
other businesses are close to opening, including Enzo’s fast food restaurant and 
Dargavel Dental Centre.

Watch out for more developments soon.


